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PAYNE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PAYNE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

DRILLING BILLS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, where does 
our oil come from? 

Much of it comes from offshore drill-
ing rigs scattered around the globe. 
From the North Sea to the South 
China Sea, there are thousands of rigs 
pumping oil that eventually finds its 
way to the American market. Explo-
ration for oil and natural gas is grow-
ing in Egypt, Brazil, and dozens of 
other countries. 

But here in the United States, we are 
moving backwards. Leases and permits 
have been slow-walked and delayed— 
2011 was almost the first year since 1958 
that the Federal Government did not 
hold an offshore lease sale. 

This week we are going to pass legis-
lation to kick-start leases and increase 
production of American energy. The 
only reliable way to decrease gasoline 
prices is to increase domestic supply. If 
we don’t act to expand access to Amer-
ican natural resources, we will see pro-
duction fall this year. 

The American people want to get 
back to work, but high energy prices 
are holding back job growth. American 
jobs are on the line. That’s why now is 
the time to boost American energy. 

f 

GAS PRICES 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, over 
the last several weeks, my Rhode Is-
land constituents and Americans all 
across this country have been nerv-
ously eyeing their neighborhood gas 
stations, waiting and watching as the 
gas prices steadily rise, now forcing 
many to fill their tanks for no less 
than $4 per gallon. 

This news underscores the concerns 
voiced by hundreds of men, women, and 
families throughout Rhode Island and 
all across this Nation in recent weeks. 
They can no longer afford the price of 
gasoline, and urgent help is needed. 

Yet as gas prices climb, profits con-
tinue to soar for Big Oil. We’ve got to 
find solutions now to lower the cost of 
gasoline and to end the $4 billion in tax 
breaks that are paid to Big Oil. 

Mr. Speaker, I am delivering a letter 
today to the Speaker asking him to 
bring legislation already drafted to the 
floor for a vote that would release oil 
from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
and legislation aimed at preventing 
Big Oil from engaging in price-gouging 
schemes which drive up the price of gas 
at the pumps. 

These are just two measures, Mr. 
Speaker, that have been introduced in 
the House which would provide imme-
diate relief to consumers from the ris-
ing price of gasoline that threatens our 
economy and the well-being of hard-
working middle class Americans all 
throughout this country. 

I certainly hope the Speaker will put 
these on the calendar so we can vote on 
them and provide relief immediately to 
the American people. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PRESIDENT 
OBAMA ON OSAMA EXECUTION 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, this up-
coming September 11 will mark the 
10th anniversary of the most horrific 
act of terrorism, executed under the 
leadership of the now deceased Osama 
bin Laden. 

We will never forget the images of 
burning buildings, crashing planes, and 
Americans running for their lives. 
Three thousand people never came 
back home that Tuesday, and families 
will again remember the last time they 
hugged their loved ones good-bye. What 
will be different this September 11 is 
that Osama bin Laden will no longer be 
able to celebrate the destruction he 
caused and the lives he destroyed. 

President Obama, we thank you for a 
superb operation. Thank you for hav-
ing the courage to make the decision 
so many would have backed away from. 

Because of President Obama’s team 
of experts, this risky mission was 
backed by sound information, solid 
facts, and accurate calculations. His 
goal was clear: Get Osama bin Laden. 
And that is exactly what happened. 
This is truly a mission accomplished. 

I commend our Commander in Chief, 
Barack Obama, for his intelligent exe-
cution. This is not a celebration of 
death; this is a celebration of justice, 
courage, sacrifice, and democracy. And 
this is a celebration of leadership. 

Mr. President, your 40-minute oper-
ation has helped bring closure to so 
many Americans for a lifetime. 

f 

THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM DINNER 

(Mr. CLARKE of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, this past Sunday I partici-
pated in one of the largest sit-down 
dinners ever held. It was hosted by the 
Detroit branch of the NAACP, and 

there we heard from and we honored 
the conscience of this House, Rep-
resentative JOHN LEWIS. 

The event was titled ‘‘The Fight for 
Freedom Dinner.’’ And some of those 
freedoms worth fighting for are eco-
nomic in nature: The freedom to own a 
home that won’t be unfairly placed in 
foreclosure. The freedom to work a job 
and not be laid off because you’re 
outsourced. The freedom to receive 
health care, especially health care 
guaranteed by Medicare, and not have 
to go broke or bankrupt paying for it. 

These opportunities should be avail-
able under our legal system to all 
Americans equally. 

f 

WHERE ARE THE JOBS? 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, the American 
people want to know, Where are the 
jobs? 

After 17 weeks of controlling the 
House, Republicans have no plan to 
create jobs and no plan to spur eco-
nomic growth. Instead, they proposed a 
budget that puts our country on a road 
to ruin. They want to end Medicare, 
gut Medicaid, strip funding for Pell 
Grants and elementary and secondary 
education for our students, while hob-
bling our Nation’s transportation in-
frastructure. 

Yet again this week, Republicans are 
offering slogans instead of solutions: 
‘‘Drill Baby Drill,’’ ‘‘Kill the Bill.’’ 
These slogans don’t amount to a plan 
to create jobs or guarantee access to 
health care in America. 

Instead of another very cynical at-
tempt to repeal health reform and per-
petrate their war on women, and in-
stead of offering oil companies free 
reign off our coasts, we should be work-
ing together to help the unemployed 
and to create jobs. We must not forget 
the 99ers and we must help them, peo-
ple who have moved out of their unem-
ployment benefits. They’ve actually 
maxed out. And we must invest in our 
country to stimulate job creation. 

Democrats have a plan while Repub-
licans can only offer rhetoric. 

f 

b 1210 

ALL THE CARDS ARE ON THE 
TABLE 

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, all the 
cards are on the table, and the Repub-
licans want to reduce Medicaid to a 
mere block grant program and dras-
tically alter the Federal-State partner-
ship that has been struck for over 45 
years. 

The GOP budget argues that under a 
block grant program, ‘‘States will no 
longer be shackled by federally deter-
mined program requirements.’’ Sounds 
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